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PVHS COURSE DESCRIPTION BOOKLET 
2015 Pierson Vocational High School 2016
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Credits Required for Graduation: 22 
REQUIRED COURSES 16

ELECTIVE COURSES 6 credits beyond required courses, grades 9-12

PASS READING, MATH, AND WRITING AIMS
Language Arts 4 credits in grades 9-12 

Language Arts and Reading grade 9
Reading & Composition, grade 10
American Literature & Composition, grade 11

Business Communication &Technical Writing and Reading course, Grade12

Social Studies 3 credits in grades 9-12 
World Geography, World History, grade 10

U.S. History/Arizona Studies, grade 11
U.S. Government/Economics grade 12
Mathematics 4 Credits  9-12
Algebra 1

Geometry

Algebra 2

Consumer/Business Math

Trigonometry

Statistics

Pre/Algebra (counts as an elective)
Science 2 credits in grades 9-12

Life Sciences, grades 9-12

Physical Sciences, grades 9-12

Health /Physical Education 
1 credits in grades 9-12 

Fine Arts 
1credit in grades 9-12 

Languages/Spanish 
1 credits in grades 9-12 

Practical Experience 
1 credit in grades 9-12 Business, Computer Science, Design Technology, Family and Consumer Science, CTE
Money Management/ Personal Finance: Completion of one from the following:

Business Foundations, Living on Your Own, or Finance /Business Management

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

GRADING SCALE

A - Exceptional accomplishment

B - High accomplishment

C - Average accomplishment

D - Low accomplishment

F - NC, accomplishment less than needed for credit

I - incomplete, must be completed within 15 school days or will become an F

WP - withdraw pass; on transcript, not included in GPA

WF - withdraw fail; on transcript, not included\in GPA
The GPA is derived by multiplying the numerical

Equivalent of each grade (A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0) by the corresponding units of credit, adding the totals for all courses taken in a semester and dividing by the total number of credits attempted.
ACADEMIC SANCTIONS
In accordance with the school’s attendance policy, unexcused absences may result in loss of credit.

Students and parents should carefully review this policy in the Student and Parent Handbook.

COLLEGE PREPARATION

ROLE OF THE COUNSELOR

 The counselor meets with students individually to assist in planning high school curriculum and post-secondary options. Course selection is done with college, university or technical colleges entrance requirements in mind, although students intending to apply to specific selective higher education facilities should be careful to check websites for current information on requirements. The credit review check sheet will be completed in the spring of your student’s 1st year of high school. Graduating Students credit checks should be completed by November 1 of the final year. Students are responsible for scheduling these appointments. We are happy to schedule these at a time when parents and students can attend together.

During both the 3rd year and 4th year interviews, the student’s progress towards graduation is reviewed, and future plans and goals are discussed. Additional post-secondary planning is available, and various resources, visits by college admissions representatives, college fairs and presentations by special guest speakers are offered. Whether a student decides to join the work force or seek additional educational training after high school graduation, it is to the student’s advantage to make use of the counseling service offered at Pierson Vocational High School. Visit our website at http://www.pvhsprincipal.jimdo.com for current resources, calendars and contact information.

COLLEGE ADMISSION CRITERIA

Approximately 45 percent of students continue their formal education immediately after graduation.

Should your plans include a college education, keep in mind that college admission decisions are based on the following criteria:

1. The high school academic record as reflected in grade point average and the kinds of courses selected. The high school record of achievement still serves as the best predictor of academic success in college. As such, colleges view it with considerable interest. Your GPA is computed at the end of each semester and only semester grades are used in the computation. Grades earned in 9, 10, 11, and 12 are used to determine your grade point average.

2. The quality of your record as seen in your course of study. Colleges closely examine the quality of a student’s record in competition with thousands of applications for admission. Students are advised to consider the quality of course selection, both in depth and breadth.

3. The results of scholastic aptitude and achievement tests. Colleges also rely on admission tests such as the American College Test (ACT) and the Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT and SAT Subject).

4. Personal recommendations by, principal, counselor and teachers. Some schools place considerable weight on recommendations. Other schools do not require personal recommendations.

5. Personal Essay. Many applications require an essay or personal statement. This is your opportunity to distinguish yourself from hundreds of applicants with similar grades, activities and SAT scores. To achieve this, your entrance essay must not only demonstrate your grasp of grammar and writing ability, but also capture the essence of your personality and character. Even if the essay is optional, do not miss this chance to highlight your best qualities and achievements.

6. Activities, both in and out of school. Participation in activities such as clubs, student government, employment, and community service is of importance in determining how well you will be able to compete for admission to the private colleges you may select. The crucial point is not how many activities, but the quality of participation, including offices held and how fully one carries out one’s responsibilities.

College Entrance Tests

College Board-Scholastic Aptitude Test SAT I and SAT II subject tests: The SAT I consists of three sections: critical reading, writing and math. The test is a measure of the critical thinking skills you will need for academic success in college. The SAT assesses how well you analyze and solve problems - skills you learned in school that you will need in college. SAT subject tests provide information about a student’s knowledge of subject matter and are used for placement purposes by some institutions. Students should investigate college/university websites and catalogs to determine institution entrance requirements.

American College Test (ACT): The ACT test measures the knowledge, understanding, and skills that you have acquired throughout your education. The major portion of the ACT battery consists of four tests: English, Math, Reading and Science, in addition to an optional writing portion. 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

FOR ARIZONA PUBLIC 4-YEAR UNIVERSITIES

Academic Units for Admission to Arizona universities

The academic unit breakdown for admission is as follows:

Language Arts 4 years

Math 4 years (must include Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2)

Natural/Physical Science 3 years

Social Studies 3 years

Spanish 2 years
College entrance requirements for private colleges and universities set their own standards. Students need to contact those schools directly for specific entrance requirements.

NEW STUDENTS

Coursework completed outside the District will be evaluated for credit and for meeting graduation requirements.

GUIDELINES FOR CHOOSING COURSES AT PVHS
In-coming First year students and second year students are required to take a minimum of 5 courses each semester.  Third year and graduating students must take 5 courses each semester. 
A student must have administrative approval to take fewer than 5 courses.
DROPPING A COURSE

Students must have a valid reason to drop a class and they must complete the necessary form available in the counseling office. Students must continue to attend all classes until the request has been processed and the student has been notified of any schedule changes.
SUPPLIES & FEES

According to Arizona statute, students may be required to bring specific, necessary supplies for their own use in the classroom and to procure supplies and equipment required to carry on the equivalent programs of the district.

Each year, the Nogales Unified School Board authorizes a list of fees for materials used in certain classrooms. Some of the fees are optional while others are deemed necessary for participation in particular classes. Notice of these fees is given in course descriptions or by the teacher within the first few days of class.

Miscellaneous fees may also be collected to cover the cost of entrance, meals, and lodging for field trips. 

FEES MAY BE WAIVED FOR STUDENTS QUALIFYING FOR FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH. INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICE.
District Fee Schedule 
Participation Fee $1.00 General Participation 
****Replacement of lost/damaged textbooks and/or other educational related materials is subject to the Replacement Cost .*****
CTE/Vocational Department…………………...........................$20.00 per year 

Medical/Health Professions 

Scrubs and White Tennis Shoes…………………………………$100.00 

Id Replacement……………………………………………………. $ 5.00 each 
Laptop Replacement……………………………………………….Replacement Cost
Replacement Calendar………….……………………………….. $5.00 each 

Replacement Fee of District Provided Textbooks 

Not returned at Checkout………………………………………….$25.00/Book 

Parking Permit…………………………………………………….. $10.00 per vehicle 

*Optional Fees 
*Yearbook CD……….…………………………………………………. $2.00
Principal is granted authority to waive the assessment of all or part of a fee assessed if it creates an economic hardship pursuant to § A.R.S. 15-342(24)
Pierson Vocational High School Blended Learning
	

	

	Blended Learning with a basis of Differenated instruction is a student-driven way to learn, offered to grades 9-12 at Pierson Vocational High School. The ownership of the learning rests on the student’s shoulders. The phrase, "Tell me what I need to do to earn credit," has some meaning in BL. The BL response to that phrase is, "You tell us what you want to do. If together we decide that the idea has merit, then you can take that idea and create something that is credit-worthy." Having that kind of control over one’s own learning means two things: 1) the student has more responsibility, which can be a little scary, but 2) the student has more power to choose the style of learning that fits her/him best and the subject of the learning that fits her/his interests, which can be rewarding and even fun and 3) technology is our main instrument of instruction in place of textbooks.

The mission of Blended Learning is to provide an opportunity for our students to design his/her own custom-built learning activity (which could include community-based learning activities). In addition, it strives to provide the guidance, encouragement and support needed to make that custom-built learning activity both rewarding to the student and worthy of the direction we are going to improve our education through the use of AIMS scores and Differenated instruction.

Our expectations do not change with BL. In order to earn credit, the student must reach the high standards we ask of all of our students, as with any PVHS learning opportunity. In order for the student to get approval for an activity, he/she has to show that his/her plan will reach those same high standards.

While expectations do not change, there is a change in who is responsible for choosing and constructing the activities. In PVHS’s traditional programs, it is primarily the faculty’s responsible for designing those activities. With BL, the student is a partner of that responsibility. The student has input how he/she will do the learning, while the faculty member becomes a felicitator to the learner.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Currently, the strategies for delivering this learning opportunity are defined in our enrollment process, which helps the student decide if this may be the best approach for him/her. In order for IS to be successful for the student, it requires her/him to want to be self-directed and motivated to learn on his/her own with the assistance from the teacher. The enrollment process helps to determine if she/he is committed to learning in this way.

CONNECTION TO THE ARIZONA STATE STANDARDS

All learning activities are aligned with Arizona Framework. Simply by completing the entire enrollment process (setting personally relevant - i.e., interest-based - learning goals and completing a proposal for a learning activity), the student is addressing, meeting, and creating evidence of meeting standards that we as a staff are striving to maintain with our DI goals. For students who need additional structure for constructing a learning activity, a Standards-Based Unit of Study has been created (using those same two standards) for those students to complete. The culminating activity of this unit is final approval of the student’s proposal. In essence, it’s a standards-based unit about how to create a standards-based unit!

Each and every Learning Activity Proposal must be Standards-based. Approval of a student’s LAP requires that the student identify which Standards will be addressed through the activity. With support from the teaching staff, the student works directly with the Standards. For example, for a student to get a Learning Activity Proposal approved for Language Arts credit, the proposal must show that this activity will meet specific Fields of Arizona Standards in Reading, Writing, Language and Literature. Direct student contact with the Standards sets clear expectations for assessing the student’s work and therefore awarding of credit. This direct contact also sets the proper tone of student ownership of his/her own learning. 
ON-Line courses will be placed here. 


ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

INDEPENDENT STUDY

A student may pursue an Independent Study in various subjects not taught at Pierson Vocational High School. This individual work is counted as elective credit toward graduation. The student must find a Pierson Vocational High teacher willing to sponsor and supervise the Independent Study. A contract must be completed and approved by the sponsoring teacher and the Principal, Curriculum and Instruction, prior to the start of the study. Students may take Independent Study for pass/fail or letter grade. Independent Study contracts are available in the Counseling Office.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES

Students can only earn credit via correspondence classes for up to 15 credits toward graduation, and all correspondence classes must be transcripted as letter grades. Credit should only be awarded from accredited correspondence schools. 

POST-SECONDARY

ENROLLMENT OPTIONS

PVHS provides high school students in the eleventh and twelfth grades the opportunity to apply credit earned at postsecondary state institutions toward high school graduation credit or credit toward a degree or a certification at an institution of higher education, or both. At least sixty days prior to anticipated enrollment, eligible students must give written notice of intent to enroll to the Principal’s office. Applications are available in the Counseling Office. 
Courses must be academic in nature. 

SUMMER SCHOOL

Students can enroll in the Summer School Program to make up course deficiencies or to enrich their learning experience. Summer school will be offered at NHS with the possibility at PVHS, depending on NUSD directions. 
PVHS COURSE DESCRIPTION 
2015 Pierson Vocational High School 2016
FRESHMAN COURSE PLANNER

FRESHMAN COURSE PLANNER

English 1
Algebra 1
(Physical Science)

(Social Studies)

(Physical Education) 
Reading
(Electives)

Freshmen are required to take a minimum of

(6 classes for 6 credits)
PROGRAMS OF STUDY

PVHS COURSE DESCRIPTION 
BUSINESS/CTE Courses
Career Exploration*  
CTE 1/2 year   9th grade students           1 Credit      

Career exploration is a class that provides ninth-grade students with the skills that can help them be successful in high school. Students will explore careers. Units that will be covered include technology skills, law, safety, harassment, conflict resolution, and character education. Academic skills will be reinforced through mathematic, technical reading, and written composition using the 6-trait writing rubric.  

Law, Public Safety and Security (Law enforcement) Fundamentals
(This Course has been Canceled)
CTE                                 Seniors Only

Full Year Block Class     Semester 1       1 credit

Offered at PVHS Compass

This course introduces students to careers in law, Public Safety and Security and prepares students to apply academic and technical knowledge and skills related to common industry standards and practices.

Law, Public Safety and Security (Law enforcement Applications
(This course has been Canceled) 

CTE                                  Seniors Only

Prerequisite: CTE Fundamentals

Full Year Block Class    Semester 2          1 Credit

This course prepares students to apply advanced academic and technical knowledge and skills to a variety of settings within Law, Public Safety and Security.

Medical and Health Professions  

CTE                                   Seniors Only

Full Year Block Class         1 Credit 

Request: Must pass in order to go on to CTE NA/Care Giver Applications Class and certification
This course prepares students to apply academic, employability and technical knowledge and skills related to common industry standards and practices of nursing assistance within the nursing profession. 

CTE NA/Care Giver Applications

CTE    1 Credit                                Seniors Only

This course prepares students to apply advanced academic and technical knowledge and skills related to nursing assistance in a variety of settings within the nursing professions. Students completing this program will have the opportunity to take the Arizona examination to become a Certified Nursing Assistant (1). / Earn Caregiver Certificate.

Information Technology 

             Program
Information Technology Fundaments
(10-11) 1 Credit

AZ Tech Prep   
This course introduces principles of computers with an emphasis on basic concepts of computer maintenance, network technology, software development and web page development. This course also provides an understanding of IT industry, computer mathematics and the evolution of the computer.

Computer Maintenance

CTE Prerequisite: IT Fundamentals (11-12)         1 Credit

AZ Tech Prep    

This course prepares students to apply technical knowledge and skill in PC hardware and software systems with an emphasis on PC repair and maintenance. This course will offer the skills necessary to competitively perform in the industrial environment, as well as pass the necessary exams to obtain certification

 Networking Technology 

CTE Prerequisite: IT Fundamentals
11th and 12th grade students only                              1 Credit                                         

AZ Tech Prep  

This course prepares students to apply technical knowledge and skills to install, configure and troubleshoot basic networking hardware, protocols and service. This course will offer the skills necessary to competently perform in the industrial environment, as well as pass the necessary exams to obtain certification. 
[image: image7.jpg]


CTE 300 – Basic Business Management & Administrative Services Fundamentals (11-12) Prerequisite: High School Success and Business Technology (BLOCK) 1 credit      

This class is articulated with Pima Community College. Students who receive an “A” or “B” in this class will receive 5 college credits.

Students will learn the skills necessary to prepare for a future career. Topics to be covered include Written and Oral Communication, Financial Management, Leadership Development, Human Resource Functions, General Office Functions, Accounting Practices, Decision Making, Develop Job Search Skills, and Investigate Careers. Students will also develop their computer skills in Word Processing, Spreadsheet, Databases, Presentation Software, Internet Use, and Webpage Development. 

[image: image8.jpg]


CTE 400 – Advanced Business Management & Administrative Services (11-12) Prerequisite: CTE300 (BLOCK).                                                2 credits

Students who complete both CTE 300 and 400 with a grade of “B” or higher will receive a certificate of employability in Business Management and Administrative Services (BMAS).

Students will master the skills introduced in BMAS I. Topics will include Communication, Leadership Development, General Office Functions, Job Search Skills, and Investigating Careers. Advanced Computer Applications in Webpage Design, Spreadsheets, Databases, Word Processing, and Presentation Software will also be covered. Students will complete a work-based simulation in class which will allow them to experience on-the-job training. Students will also be assigned periodically to work in offices on campus to practice and master office skills.

Pima Community College Credit CTE & AZ Standards are covered.

Courses of Study Required for Graduation
Pierson Vocational High School Individual Studies

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS

Our program is open-entry/open exit.  The curriculum has been designed for self-paced teacher-directed student programs.  

Elective Classes/ Vocational Classes /Course Descriptions
Work Study:  Students may receive a maximum of 1 credit for work study per school year.  A half credit consists of 135 hours of work, which must be completed during the school year, and verified by pay slips.  A full credit of work study is 270 hours, and must follow the guidelines set forth by the teacher and principal. 

Volunteer Work Study:  Students may receive a maximum of 1 credit for volunteer work study.  A half credit consists of 90 hours of work, which must be completed during the school year and verified by a notarized statement from the organization overseeing the volunteer’s work.  A full credit of volunteer work study is 180 hours and must follow the guidelines set forth by the counselor and principal. 

Reading:  Students will learn and effectively apply a variety of reading strategies for comprehending, interpreting, and evaluating a wide variety of reading materials and textbooks and will use the Reading plus Program for 5 hours a week. (Up to two elective credits may be earned in this area.)

Writing for the World:  An elective credit in creating and submitting poetry, stories for the newspaper, web pages, wikis, blogs, or magazine articles. (1 credit)

American Literature- Reading and writing summaries on various novels for credit. (1 credit)

Print Shop:  Assist in the Print Shop and learn skills in areas of graphic design. (2 Credits)
Science Course Descriptions
Physical Science: Physical Science is an inquiry-oriented course involving principles and concepts concerning the physical world. Content areas explored include nature and behavior of matter, atomic theory, chemical and physical changes including bonding and reactions, mechanics, electricity and magnetism, light and sound, and energy. The course emphasizes the study and proper use of fundamental science tools including the metric system, periodic table, graphing techniques and applied technologies. Laboratory activities reinforce concepts and principles presented.  (1 credit)
Biology:  This class provides the opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding about the relationships between the structure and function of organisms and the interaction of cells and organisms with each other and their environments over time.

Units of study include the following: the process of science, including measurement and science safety; the characteristics and chemical basis of life; cell biology; genetics; evolution, taxonomies and classification; and, ecology. Laboratory activities reinforce concepts and principles presented in the course. (1 credit)

Botany:  This is the scientific study of plants and their relationship to the environment. In this course students investigate the growth, reproduction, anatomy, morphology, physiology, biochemistry, taxonomy, genetics, and ecology of plants. Laboratory and outdoors experiences complement classroom activities. Students are expected to have taken Biology before taking this course. (1 credit)
Chemistry:  This course provides the opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding about the relationships between the structure and properties of matter and the interaction of mass and energy. Units of study include the following: matter and its changes, atomic structure, chemical composition, nomenclature, reactions, gas laws, periodicity, bonding, molecular geometry, and thermo chemistry. Laboratory activities reinforce concepts and principles presented in the course. (1 credit)

Health:  The health curriculum emphasizes skill development in the areas of acquiring health knowledge, accessing health resources, practicing healthy behaviors, analyzing the influence of media, developing communication skills, setting goals, making health-related decisions, and advocating for personal, family, and community health. Topics in health are used as subject matter in teaching these skills. The essential learning results are identified as essential, desired, or optional. While all of the identified results are important, priority is given to making sure that students have the opportunity to learn those results identified as essential. The Health Education learning materials (lesson plans, student activities, assessment tools) utilized to teach the curriculum emphasize experiential learning and reinforce parent-student communication and parent involvement in health education. 
(1 credit)

English I, II, III, IV Course Descriptions
It is the philosophy of Pierson Vocational High School to integrate the proper use of the English language across all subject areas.  The English courses are designed in accordance with the Arizona State Standards and the AIMS test.  All levels encompass reading, writing, speaking/listening, and viewing/visual activities and assignments. Students are expected to relate new information to prior knowledge, make useful connections to other topics, recognize, analyze and evaluate an author’s use of literary elements and perspective.  Students will properly use transitional devices, active voice, parallel structure, and supporting details in writing.  Writing assignments will include a persuasive essay, an analysis of an author’s use of literary elements, a cohesive research document, a formal communication, and a narrative or a story.  Computer assisted learning programs, technical writing, and cultural components are also a part of each level of English.  Course activities will be appropriate and rigorous for each level.

FRESHMAN LANGUAGE ARTS

Students in ninth grade language arts will receive instruction in composition and literary analysis. Teachers will build upon 8th grade instruction and will help students develop skills which will allow them to be successful in World Literature and composition at the sophomore level. Focused instruction will augment the Arizona language arts academic content standards and benchmarks. Freshman Language Arts is a survey course that exposes students to a variety of reading and writing activities. Students will be expected to read novels, short stories, plays, essays and poems. Also, students will be expected to write in a variety of styles. (1 credit)
Sophomore Language Arts
Critical reading and analysis of world literature will be the core of the course. Composition emphasizing literary criticism will be taught along with grammar, syntax, and all mechanics. Vocabulary enrichment and computer research skills will also be developed. The course will be organized in chronological, regional, or thematic order. It will be complemented by the sophomore study of World History.  Cause/effect, comparison/contrast, persuasive, and research modes of composition will be taught. Grammar, mechanics, vocabulary building, six traits of writing, and spelling will be emphasized throughout the course to improve and enhance the quality of student writing. (1 credit)
Junior Language Arts

Students refine their composition skills to increase their abilities to write clearly, correctly, and logically for a variety of purposes and audiences. Grammar, vocabulary, and the vocabulary of literature will be included. Literary analysis through critical thinking is emphasized in class discussions with wikis and blogs and writing assignments.  Students develop the writing and language skills required for critical and rhetorical analysis. Students explore the ideas of noted philosophers and major American writers while perfecting their own writing skills. Students work to become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts. This course also provides the practice for students to become flexible writers who can compose in a variety of modes and for a variety of purposes. (1 credit)
Senior Language Arts

This course will engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students will consider a work’s structure, style, and theme as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
This course is also designed to assist students in learning to improve self-confidence and effectiveness in a wide variety of communication situations. Opportunities are provided to learn about communication in one-to-one and one-to-a group situation, within small group activities, and within large groups. Areas of communication will include self-awareness, relationships, work situations, and the community. Attention focuses on learning speech fundamentals, breaking down the barriers to communication, becoming aware of and expressing ideas and thoughts, problem solving, conflict management, thinking skills, and decision making. Students will read, discuss, and critically examine information sources and literature. (1 credit)
 “Being able to speak, read, and write in English fluently is necessary in order for all of us to communicate with each other in a respectful manner.”  “English is the language of the business world.”
Mathematics Course Descriptions
It is the philosophy of Pierson Vocational High School that all students can learn the Arizona Standards as long as they are given the proper amount of time in which to learn them.  These courses have been designed to achieve this goal and are aligned to the Arizona State Standards and AIMS test.  All students must, according to state law, have completed and passed Algebra I and Geometry in order to graduate in the spring of 2008.  PVHS requires one credit more in math in order to graduate, for a total of three math credit hours.  

“Math is with us every day and if you are able to use it you will be one step ahead in life”

Algebra 1b:  It covers the study of algebraic symbolism, systems of equations, graphing, problem solving, and probability and statistics. The students will build upon their previous knowledge to further understand the characteristics and representations of various functions and relations, including first degree equations and inequalities, polynomials, exponential and radical expressions, and quadratic equations.
This class is considered to be an elective class. (1credit)
Algebra I:  Algebra 1 is the study of algebraic symbolism, systems of equations, graphing, problem solving, and probability and statistics. The students will build upon their previous knowledge to further understand the characteristics and representations of various functions and relations, including first degree equations and inequalities, polynomials, exponential and radical expressions, and quadratic equations. (1 credit)
Geometry:  Geometry presents a thorough study of the structure of the postulation system and the development of formal synthetic proof. It considers the topics of congruence, parallelism, perpendicularity, properties of polygons, similarity, and the relationships of circles, spheres, lines, and planes with respect to space as well as the plane. The maintenance of algebraic skills will be emphasized. (1credit)
Algebra II:  Algebra 2 emphasizes the structure of algebra. The students will study number sets, relations and functions, solutions to first and second degree equations, graphing, exponential, and logarithmic functions. Counting principle, probability, statistics, matrices, sequences and series, and right triangle trigonometry are also covered. They will apply their studies to develop understandings of how these topics relate to one another. (1 Credit) 
Business Math:  This course is designed to help students develop their abilities to make wise consumer decisions by recognizing, understanding, and comparing the alternatives facing them as consumers. Budgeting, purchasing decisions and consumer credit, banking services, investing, life, auto, and property insurance, income taxes and housing are some of the topics covered. This year-long course is also designed to help you sharpen your focus on your own life. Its purpose is to help you gain a clear picture of who you are, how you got that way, and most importantly, to help you make wise choices in your life. Topics include housing, personal finance, communications, healthy life style, and life-after-high-school preparation. (1 Credit)
Trigonometry, Statistics, and Calculus are available upon request. 
Spanish for Spanish Speakers/Espanol para el Hispano hablante
Nivel I:  Level 1 introduces students to the specific foreign culture and to the four basic language skills: listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing. Students acquire skills through oral repetition, dialogues, short compositions, dictations, reading, and written exercises. (1 credit)
Nivel II:  Level 2 furthers the study of grammar, vocabulary and an understanding of the foreign cultures through movies, videos and magazines found on-line. Students improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Students begin to develop reading comprehension skills through short stories, plays and poetry. (1 credit)
Nivel III:  Level 3 reviews basic grammatical structures, and it continues the study of grammar, vocabulary, and culture. Students further develop skills in understanding reading, speaking, listening and writing through short stories, poetry, articles, oral presentations, regular use of the language lab and written exercises when applicable. Students read one unabridged work. (1 credit)
“Being fluent in Spanish and English will give you many opportunities in life, so respect your culture and respect the country in which you are getting your education.”
Social Studies Course Descriptions

World History/Geography:  World History is a chronological, thematic, and comparative study of the major cultures of all regions of the world, through the collapse of the Soviet Union to the conflicts in the Middle East. Historical research skills using the internet are an important, required component of the course. Major course themes include interaction among major societies (i.e., trade, diplomacy, war), impact of technology and demography on peoples and the environment (e.g., population growth and decline, diffusion of diseases, migrations, economic activities and systems), comparative systems of social and gender structure, comparative cultural and intellectual developments, and changes in function and structures of states. Primary source materials (readings, art, artifacts, etc) should be integral components of each unit. Geography as a spatial perspective has much more to do with asking inquiry questions and solving problems than it does with rote memorization of isolated facts. The topics of study reflect the Five Themes of Geography and the Geography Content Standards. The topics include local and world regions, climates, ecosystems, population issues, resources, international trade, environmental issues, natural hazards, geographic tools and technology. A few research-based projects will be completed at the teacher's discretion throughout the course of the year. (1 Credit)
U.S. /Arizona History:  This course acquaints students with American/Arizona culture, including the history of the people as reflected in their music, art, architecture, literature and popular culture. Students explore contrasts and comparisons of historical periods, literary themes, political philosophies and cultural developments. Students develop the ability to analyze literature as well as strengthen expository writing skills and research skills through the internet. Students extend critical thinking skills through independent reading, writing, and research projects. Included in the course are reading local historical articles and books; researching local people who have stories to share about the earlier days of Arizona and Nogales; writing for a newspaper or for on-line web-based blogs, wikis or web pages; critical thinking and computer based projects that will highlight the local area and contributions to our current day. (1Credit)
U.S. / AZ Government /Economics:  This course presents the basic concepts of American government from pre-revolutionary days to the present time. The functions of national, state, and local governments and their relationships to the citizens of the United States are covered. Various governmental problems at all levels of government are presented. The responsibilities and obligations of both the citizen and the government to each other are an integral part of this course. Students study the constitution, the operation of the different branches of government and the role of citizens in the democratic process. Foreign affairs and the role of the media and political campaigns will also be addressed in this course.

Economics provides students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. Particular emphasis will be placed on the study of supply, demand, inflation, banking, money, monetary policy, fiscal policy, unemployment, interest rates, imports and exports. The course will also develop the student’s understanding of economic performance measures, economic growth and international economics. Critical analysis, discussion, problem solving, debates, essays, historiography, research, and computer based projects are integral components of the course. (1 Credit)
COMMUNITY COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

The requirements for community college/university entrance differ with the various colleges/universities and are constantly being changed.  Students, therefore, are urged to be aware of the entrance requirements of the college/university they plan to attend upon graduation from high school.  This information may be obtained directly from the college/university the student has in mind or from our counselor.

ACT or SAT examination is required for admission to the state colleges and universities.  Any student who is considering going to a university/college out-of-state should take SAT examination.
CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS

Students in grades 9-12 shall be classified as cohort 2016 below, 2017, 2018, and 2019. (This is important for staying in line with your cohort class for graduation.)

Freshmen (9th grade) Cohort 2019
Sophomore (10th grade) Cohort 2018
Junior (11th grade) Cohort 2017
Senior (12th grade) 2016 and below
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